Crawley Town Life Saving Club “ILS European Club Championships”
The Crawley Town Life Saving Club team featuring Tina Dwyer, Abi Hoyle, Dani Perks, Helen Smale, David Butler, Wayne Holroyd, Gorge Hopkinson, Gary Lee and Alistair Ried finished 11th in the ILS (International Life Saving federation) European Club Championships which was held in the joint venues of the exclusive 50m Olympic pool in Club Nautico de Tenerife in Santa Cruz and on the world renowned windsurfing and Kite sailing beach at El Medano both situated on the beautiful Spanish Canarias Island of Tenerife last week
43 top European club teams from Spain, Germany, France, Italy, Poland, Netherlands and Belgium contested the European Club Championships in which Crawley were eventually placed 11th overall despite gaining 20 final (top 16) places which included three outright European titles from the 41 events that comprise the Championships. Crawley scored 197 points overall, 51 more than in Germany 2005 when on that occasion they were ranked 8th in Europe. However Crawley retained their position as the UK’s number one team in the pool and 2nd best team overall behind Portreath from Cornwall who previously finished 3rd in 2005 when scoring 583 points but on this occasion due to the strength of competition could only mange 7th with 233 points.
Wayne achieved his ambition by becoming Crawleys first European double individual gold medallist by winning both the 90m beach sprint and beach flags tile and likewise after many near International misses Abi, David, George and Gary finally took the SERC (simulated Emergency Response Competition) title which is held in the 50m pool. George the UK fin record holder won bronze in his favoured 100m Carry with fins events and took 5th in 100m tow with fins. Other A final (top 8) places were gained by Dani finishing 5th in the ladies 90m beach sprint, the team of Dani, Helen, Abi & Alice came 6th in the beach Rescue tube race and the men’s beach sprint relay, Wayne, Alistair, George & David finished 8th after dropping the baton.
In the B finals (9th to 16th) teams of Helen, Dani, Abi & Tina for the ladies and Alistair, David, George & Gary finished 12th & 10th respectively in the 4 x 25m Manikin relay, Alistair, David, Wayne & George romped home to win the B beach rescue tube race and went on to take 14th in the “blue ribbon” Taplin relay. Alistair and George paired up for an unexpected 15th in the Board Rescue relay. The Ladies team of Alice, Dani, Helen and Tina showed great spirit when winning the B final in the Beach relay, then individually Helen gained 10th & 11th placing in the pool for the 200m Obstacle and 100m Rescue Medley, Dani also achieved 13th for the 100m Manikin Carry with fins. But surely the hardest points of the championships were achieved by Alistair on the last afternoon of the competition when he completed “back to back” heats and finals in the Taplin, Board and Iron Man events in very challenging gale force conditions finishing 10th and 16th in the latter two respectively.
The club competition was also particularly tough for Dani, Helen and George having already competed internationally for the British team (managed by John Stainer and chaperoned by Abi Hoyle both from Crawley Town LSC) for a full 5 days before the start of the Club Championships. The National Teams Championships won this year by Italy after an outstanding result in the pool with Great Britain in 6th overall, is of the same exhaustive format as the Club Championships with on this occasion 16 different Nations taking part. Not counting the numerous relays in both the pool and on the beach, Dani competed in 5 individual events in which her highest placing was 10th in beach flags, Helen in four individual event’s in her highest placing being 12 in the Combined Medley and George who won double gold in both the National and Club SERC competition also completed 4 individual events finishing 6th in the 100m Manikin carry with fins and 7th in the 100m tow with fins.
Although the competitive standard of European Lifesaving continues to improve at an alarming rate due to the sport of life saving being viewed as a valuable public service, Crawley Town can take heart from the fact that the eventual overall club winners were like Crawley an inland club, Alcarreno De Salvamento from Madrid, Spain who’s members had previously spent 6 months preparing for this Championships in Sydney, Australia with the team of North Cliff. Crawley will now start to prepare for next years World Life Saving Club championships “Rescue 2008” which will be jointly held in the new Olympic pool in Berlin and on the famous wind surfing beach of Warnemunde where again competitors could be facing gale force conditions. For further pictures and results of Crawley’s exploits in Tenerife, please visit www.crawleytownlsc.co.uk
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